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Fake heroes go
too far — and
they get caught

By Michelle Tan
He says he’s served twice in Iraq
and once in Afghanistan. He says
he's got three Silver Stars and
three Purple Hearts to prove it.
This summer, former soldier
Richard David McClanahan will
have to prove it in federal court.

McCIanahan, 29, is

two Army Achievement Medals,
but no awards for valor. His only
overseas assignment, they say: a
year-long tour in South Korea
from 2003 through 2004.

McClanahan was booted out of
the Army after serving prison
time while facing similar
charges. In lien of a court-mar-
tial, he was given a less-than-
honorable discharge in 2005, said
an Army official.

And as his second wife seeks an-

riage, she is the one pushing local
authorities to bring him to justice.

Neither McClanahan nor his at-
torney returned several telephone
comment.

Law enforcement officials and
are on the rise as the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan fuel the imagina-
tions of would-be war heroes.
since we began the war on terror-
ism because it's become ion-

‘able to be a war hero,” said Doug
Sterner, a former soldier and Viet-
in nam veteran whose Web site,
hitp:/fuwww.homeofheroes.com, tl-ﬁ

dedicated to preserving
records of recipients of the nation’s
highest valor awards — the Medal
Cross, Navy Cross and Silver Star.
out their charades largely unno-
ticed beyond their local communi-
ties. But the spread of high-tech
communications tools, particularly
many to the scrutiny of experts
who know how to read a ribbon
rack — and will marshal forces to
nail those they deem phonies.

Robin Beard, whao has been mar-
ried to McClanahan for six
months, says his tales of heroic
combat deeds were part of the
to him when they met in February
2006 in Amarillo, Texas.

“[I thought] ‘This guy is awe-
some,’” she said. “I'm military stu-

McClanahan appears in a photo
wearing a Silver Star, Purple Heart and
other medals, McClanahan is charged
eaming them.

pid. 'm the first one to admit
that. He also showed me other
documentation that was supposed
to impress me. He put Purple
Heart plates on his truck. He said
he had three Purple Hearts, three
Silver Stars,” she said.

But, she said, his stories quickly
began to unravel, in part because
she was proud of the heroic deeds
he claimed and thought others
should know about them.

Early in their relationship,
Beard said, the local chapter of
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is now a civilian Army employee

in Amarillo, said he was helping
out with the banquet when his

boss handed him a bio of
! led his Special

Forces friends who were still on
active duty, asking them if they
had heard of McClanahan. They
saw listed McClanahan as a Spe-

“A civilian doesn't look at a valor

award. For me, being in the mili-
tary, I view each and every service
member out there as a hero, and
for someone to say that they're
nominated for a Medal of Honor
or to claim Silver Stars, to me, it’s
a huge crime.”

As he continued his research,

Skipper contacted Mary ax‘_:dl

Chuck Schantag, who run the
POW Network, a Skidmore, Mo,

nonprofit  organization  that

Operatlons Command and Navy
Personnel Command that indi- &
cated McClanahan's claims were I

not legitimate.

Mary Schantag said there has i
not been a day in the last four or

five years that the POW Network
has not received a report about a
“If they d
theyll never get caught,” she said.
“That’s where they trip them-
selves up. They've got to add the
Rambo story ... and they've never
been in combat.” :

The FBI receives an average of
15 tips a week alerting them to

—_—

vard the way that a service
member does,” Skipper said. “A

ny. ¢
don’t go overboard













